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We are never going to 
make it as thieves 

 

 

 

Tip: Have a concern about a neighbor or their 
guests that you want addressed?  Please use this 
form.  Zen and the VC will be instantly notified so 
they can take appropriate action as needed. 

 Ages ago the combination to the wall safe in #6 was lost.  We’d 
been told if we lost a combo there was no way to get it back.  
Melissa and her brother, Kelly, got it in their heads to try and 
crack the safe.  How hard can it be? 

Melissa starts by playing with our safe in her unit.  She listens to 
the tumblers – which can be easily heard without any listening 
devices.  She can also feel as she turns the dial where things feel 
“stickier” as if maybe that is where the slots are.  But the numbers 
don’t quite line up with what we know to be the combination.  We 
speculate there might be an offset of some kind.  Problem is that 
even with all this data – there would still be over 300 
combinations to try.  Hmmm. 

We go find a YouTube video showing the guts inside the wall 
safe.  Its 20+ years old, but still, there’s some guy who took his 
apart and filmed it.  Gotta love the internet.  But even with this 
knowledge we still are not able to figure out how to crack it. 

Melissa does an internet search on safe cracking techniques.  We 
find a set of instructions that lets you “map” the dials to find 
where the slots are.  Melissa grabs the stethoscope and tries to 
listen for the slots on Pam’s safe.  No luck, the stethoscope is crap 
and doesn’t work worth diddly.  She takes the stethoscope back 
to her unit, and Nicole (Kelly’s wife who is studying to be a nurse) 
can’t figure out why the stethoscope doesn’t work either.  We 
can’t even hear our own hearts with it.  That is until Kelly comes to 
see what we are doing.   He starts laughing.  Apparently, you 
have to know to turn the bell (the metal thing at the end) the right 
direction.  Leave it to the paramedic.  Well, now, isn’t that a useful 
thing to know? 

Obviously at this point, Kelly has to come listen to Pam’s safe 
himself.  There are spreadsheets now where we record the data 
as we go.  Kelly turns the dial and Melissa records the data.  We 
go through the exercise of resetting the safe and listening for the 
“clicks” about 30 times to map the whole dial.  But even following 
the procedure, we still can’t open Pam’s safe. 

We decide to go back to our unit, map our dial using the 
procedure and see if we can crack it on a safe we know the 
combination to.  Nope.  No such luck.   



We decide to open our safe and take the back off so we can see what is happening with the mechanism as 
we go through all these tests.  Fascinating. 

We realize that none of the things we have done 
thus far mean anything because the safe design 
is such that the back most dial plate is larger than 
all the others – so we only hear things that help 
us to detect the last of the three digits in the 
combination.  Which helps not a whit because if 
you know the first two, you can just slowly turn 
the knob and find the last number in the combo 
anyway. 

In one last attempt to crack the safe, we decide 
to ask an AI bot how to crack it.  Here was the 
bots response: 

 

Great.  We are probably now on 
some government watch list. 

We did try contacting Sentry.  
But you have to know the safe 
serial number, which is on an 
identification plate – on the side 
of the unit.  Which is buried in 
the wall.  So no joy there. 

The only thing we are now 
certain of is that Pam’s safe is 
hopelessly broken.  We now 
know that the mechanism inside 
is no longer connected to the 
knob we are turning.  And that 
all the “clicking” we think we 
heard is just the knob rubbing 
against a screw that someone 
removed and put back in – probably in a misguided attempt to break into the safe at some point in the past. 

We get wind that the safe in #4 also cannot be opened due to a missing combination.  We experiment with it 
a bit, and were able to confirm without question that Pam’s unit is hopelessly broken.  Even if we knew the 
combo, we wouldn’t be able to open the safe.  And there is no way to crack Mark’s safe either. 

The only option remaining (should the owners wish to) is to jackhammer the safes out of the concrete.  At 
that point, we would then also have to drill the lock on #6.  On #4 we could probably get the combo from 
Sentry after jackhammering the safe out of the concrete because then we could get the serial number.  
Unless a previous owner has the combo for #4.  That would be the easy path. 

Dang it.  We were sure there was a million dollars in gold bars in there. 



Irving Insider Info 

As a former firefighter, Isaac is on top of all things safety 
related.  It was a bit of a sheepish moment when he pointed 
out that Irving doesn’t have a harness for when he is 
working on roof tiles, eye protection for sawing, sanding, 
and drilling, nor a back brace for when he lifting heavy 
things.  We rectified this and got Irving what he needs to do 
his job and stay safe: 

Up for consideration at this year’s annual meeting – whether 
we install a ladder that gives Irving safer access to the roof. 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 
Today’s Myth: No one cares about 
nasty cleaning chemicals in Mexico. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s probably been at least the 14 years Rosa has been 
with us since anyone took a close look at the cleaning 
products we use.  Certainly, in the US and Canada 
there has been a movement towards more eco-
friendly, pet-friendly, and human-friendly cleaning 
products.  Isaac set about finding out if there were 
products available in Mexico that would be effective 
and safer for the environment and residents and 
guests.  He started by contacting a number of 
suppliers to find ones that had the right kinds of 
products.  Those suppliers then brought samples 
which Isaac and the staff tested out.  They landed on 
Química Capa products. 

Rosa has been sending pictures 
of what a good job the new 
cleaners are doing on things like 
wood closet doors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also tested them on their ability to really get the 
pool tiles clean! 
 
 
 
 



Despite the fact that these cleaners are more 
environmentally and human friendly, Isaac is insisting 
that Rosa wear gloves when she uses them.  He 
explained it this way –  

you can eat vinegar, but its still not good for your 
hands to be soaking in it all day.  Isaac and Rosa are 
working to find her gloves that fit her well to ensue 
they are comfortable enough that she will actually 
wear them. 

Rosa is also happy with the new wet/dry shop vac that 
Isaac got her to make storm water cleanup easier and 
faster! 

 

 
 


